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Progression of Skills and Knowledge in Writing

Year 3

Text Structure & Features

(Comprehension) Demonstrate
understanding of what has been
read to them by retelling storles
and narratives using thelr own
words and recently Introduced
vocabutary

- Anticipate, where appropriate,
key events In storles

- Use and understand recently
Introduced vocabulary during
discussions about storles, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and
during role-play.

(Writing) Write simple phrases
and sentences that can be read
by others.

Become famiilar with and retell
key storles, falry storles and
traditional tales

Recognise and join In predictable
phrases and use these In thelr
wrliting

Sequence sentences ta form short
narratives

Draw on a wide range of storles,
poems, plays and Information
books and understand thelr
features

Become Increasingly familiar with
and retell a wider range of
storles, falry storles and
traditional tales

Recognise simpie, recurring
language and discuss favourite
words and phrases

Understand the structure of non-
fiction books

Write for different purposes
Including narratives about
personal experlences (real and
fictional)

Write about real events

Write poetry

Structure and sequence ideas
orally and (where appropriate)
through drama and role-play

Build on KS1 wide range of
storles, poetry, plays, myths,
legends, non-fictlon and reference
books

Retell storles orally

Recognise themes eg good over
evil, use of magical devices

Be exposed to books that are
structured In different ways

Identlfy how language, structure,
vocabulary, grammar and
presentation contribute to meaning

Bulld cohesion within a paragraph,
chooslng appropriate pronouns
and nouns to avoid repetition

Write for a range of purposes

Link Meas across paragraphs
using adverbials of time, place and
number or by varying tense

Locate Information using contents,
Index and glossarles

Use simple organisational devices
eg headings, sub-headings

Bulld on KS1 wide range of

stories, poetry, plays, myths,
tegends, non-fictlon and reference

books
Ratell stories orally

Recognise themes eg good over
evil, use of magical devices

Be exposed to books that are
structured In different ways

Identify how language, structure,
vocabulary, grammar and
presentation contribute to meaning

Build coheslon within a paragraph,
choosing appropriate pronouns
and nouns 1o avold repetition

Write for a range of purposes

Link ideas across paragraphs
using adverbials of time, place and

number or by varying tense

Locate Information using contents,
Index and glossarles

Use simple organisational devices
eg headings, sub-headings

Summarlise and present famillar
storles In their own words

Summarise main ideas from more
than one paragraph using evidence

Use knowledge of language and
structure galned from stories,
plays, poetry and non-fiction in
their writing

Reflect understanding of audlence
and purpose through cholce

of grammar, vocabulary and
structure

In fiction, consider how authors
develop character and setting

Be exposed 10 wide range of books
Including myths, legends, falry
storles, modern fiction, fiction
from literary herftage and books
from other cultures

Evaluate how authors use
language and consider effect on
the reader

Use a wide range of devices 1o
bulld cohesion within and across

paragraphs

Use further organisational and
presentational devices such as
headings, sub-headings, columns,
bullets, or tables, to structure text

Summarise and present familiar
stories In thelr own words

Summarise main ideas from more
than one paragraph using evidence

Use knowledge of language and
structure gained from storles,
plays, poetry and nonfiction In
thelr writing

Reflect understanding of audlence
and purpose through choice of
grammar, vocabulary and
structure

In fiction, consider how authors
develop character and setting

Be exposed to wide range of
books Including myths, legends,
falry storles, modern fiction,
fiction from literary heritage and
books from other cultures

Evaluate how authors use
{anguage and conslder effect on
the reader

Use a wide range of devices to
bulld coheslon within and across
paragraphs

Use further organisational and
presentational devices such as
headings, sub-headings, columns,
bullets, or tables, 1o structure text



Progression of Skills and Knowledge in Writing

(Speaking) Express their kdeas
and feelings about thelr
experiences using full sentences,
Including use of past, present and
future tenses and making use of
conjunctions, with modeling and
support from thelr teacher

Say out loud what they are going
to write about

Compose sentences orally before
writing

Re-read what they have written to
check It makes sense

Discuss what they have written
with teacher/puplls

Plan/say aloud what they are
going to write, sentence by
sentence

Write down key Ideas/words/
vocabulary

Evaluate own writing with
teacher/other puplis

Re-read for sense and check that
verbs that Indicate time are used
correctly, Including verbs In the
continuous form

Proof-read for errors In spelling,
grammar and punctuation and
make corrections

Read aloud what they have
written with appropriate
Intonation to make the meaning
clear

Draw on examples of writing
(structure, vocabulary and
grammar) when planning thelr
own work

Discuss and record Ideas

Compose and practise sentences
orally using an Increasingly wide
range of vocabulary and sentence
structure

Organlse paragraphs around a
theme: Use paragraphs/sections
help to organise content.

Assess own and others’ writing,
suggesting Improvements

Suggest changes to grammar and
vocabulary

Proof-read work for spefling and
punctuation errors

Read aloud thelr own writing
using appropriate intonation and
controlling the tone and volume
so that the meaning Is clear

Draw on examples of writing
(structure, vocabulary and
grammar) when planning thelr
own work

Discuss and record Ideas

Compose and practise sentences
orally using an Increasingly wide
range of vocabulary and sentence
structure

Organise paragraphs around a
theme: Use paragraphs/sections
help to organise content.

Assess own and others’ writing,
suggesting Improvements

Suggest changes fo grammar and
vocabulary

Proof-read work for spelling and
punctuatlon errors

Read aloud their own writing
using appropriate Intonation and
controlling the tone and volume
so that the meaning Is clear

Use dictionaries to check the
spelling and meaning of words

identify audlence and purpose of
writing

Note and develop Initial Ideas
drawing on reading

Select appropriate grammar and
punctuation and understand how
these can change/enhance
meaning

Use a wide range of cohesive
devices within sentences and
betw een Ideas/paragraphs

Use further organisational and
presentational devices to
structure text

Assess effectiveness of own and
others’ writing

Propose changes to grammar,
punctuation and vocabulary to
enhance meaning/effectiveness

Ensure correct subject and verb
agreement when using singular
and plural, distinguishing
between the language of speech
and writing and choosing the
appropriate register

Precls longer passages

Proof-read for spelling and
punctuation errors

Ensure the consistent and
correct use of tense throughout
a plece of writing

Use dictionarles to check the
spelling and meaning of words

Identify audience and purpose of
writing

Note and develop Initial Ideas
drawing on reading

Select appropriate grammar and
punctuation and understand how
these can change/enhance
meaning

Use a wide range of cohesive
devices within sentences and
between Ideas/paragraphs

Use further organisatlonal and
presentational devices to
structure text

Assess effectiveness of own and
others’ writing

Propose changes to grammar,
punctuation and vocabulary to
enhance meaning/effectiveness

Ensure correct subject and verb
agreement when using singular
and plural, distinguishing
between the language of speech
and writing and choosing the
appropriate register

Precls longer passages

Proof-read for spelling and
punctuation errors

Ensure the consistent and
correct use of tense throughout
a plece of writing



Progression of Skills and Knowledge in Writing

Year 3

{Fine Motor) Hold a pencil
effectively In preparation for
fluent writing, using the tripod
grip In almost all cases

- BeglIn to show accuracy and
care when drawing

(Word Reading) Say a sound for
each letter In the alphabet and at
least 10 digraphs

- Read words consistent with
thelr phonic knowledge by
sound-blending

- Read aloud simple sentences
and books that are consistent
with their phonic knowledge,
Including some common
exception words.

(Writing) Write recognisable
letters, most of which are
correctly formed

- Spell words by identifying
sounds In them and representing
the sounds with a letter or letters
- Write simple phrases and
sentences that can be read by
others.

With reference to English Appendix
1, puplls should:

Spell words containing the 40+
phonemes, common exception
words and days of the week

Name letters of the alphabet In
order

Add suffix -s and —es to create

plural nouns/3rd person singular
for verbs

Use prefix un-

Use -Ing, -ed, -er and —est where
root word remains unchanged

Write from memory simple
sentences dictated by the teacher
that Include words using the GPCs
and common exception words
taught so far

Sit correctly at table holding pencil
correctly

Begin to form correctly-oriented
lower-case letters, capital letters
and dights 0-9

Understand which letters belong to
which handwrliting families

Using letter names to distinguish
between alternative spellings of the
same sound

With reference to English
Appendix 1, puplts should:

Segment spoken words Into
phonemes and represent these
by graphemes, spelling many
correctly and making phonically-
plausible attempts at others

Learn new ways of spelling
phonemes for which one or more
spellings are already known

Spell common exception words
and those with contractions

Distinguish between homophones
and near homophones

Use the possessive apostrophe
(singular)

Add suffixes -ment, -ness, -ful, -
less, -ly

Form lower-case letters of
correct size/proportion

Start using dlagonal/horizontat
strokes to join letters and know
which letters are best left
unjolned

Write capltal letters of the right
size, orlentation and proportion

Use correct spacing between
letters and words

Write from memory simple
sentences dictated by the teacher
that Include words using the
GPCs, common exception words
and punctuation taught so far

Transcription

With reference to English
Appendlx 1, puplls should:

Use a wider range of prefixes (e.g.
-un, -dis, -mis, -In) and suffixes
{e.g. -atlon, -ly)

Spell wide range of homophones
Spell words that are often misspelt

Use possessive apostrophe for
plurals

Use the first two or three letters of
aword to check Its spelling In a
dictionary

Write from memory simple
sentences dictated by the teacher

Use the diagonal and horizontal
strokes needed to join letters

Know which letters are best left
unjoined

Increase the leglbility, consistency
and quality of handwriting

With reference to English
Appendlx 1, puplls should:

Use a range of prefixes and be able
to form nouns using some of them
e.g. super-, auto

Use a range of suffixes to change
an adjective to an adverb and add
suffixes beginning with a vowel
letter to words of more than one
syllable

Spell wide range of homophones
Spell words that are often misspelt
Use possessive apostrophe for
plurals and undestand the

difference between plural and
possessive -5

Use the first two or three letters of
aword to check Its spelling In a
dictionary

Write from memory simple
sentences dictated by the teacher

Use the diagonal and horizontal
strokes needed 1o join letters

Know which letters are best left
unjoined

Increase the leglbility, conslistency
and quallty of handwriting

With reference to English
Appendix 1, puplis should:

Convert nouns or adjectives Into
verbs using suffixes eg -ate; -Ise; -
ify

Understand verb prefixes eg dis-,
de-, mis-, over- and re-

Spell some words with silent
letters

Continue to distingulsh between
homophones and other words that
are often confused

Use knowledge of morphology and
etymology as a strategy for
spelling

Use the first three or four letters of
a word to check spelling, meaning
or both of these In 2 dictionary

Use a thesaurus to look for
sultable synonyms

Choose the writing implement best
sulted to the task

Write legibly, fluentty and with
Increasing speed by:

choosing which shape of a letter to
use when glven choices and
declding whether or not to join
specific letters

With reference to English
Appendix 1, pupits should:

Convert nouns or adjectives into
verbs using suffixes eg -ate; -Ise; -

Understand verb prefixes eg dis-,
de-, mis-, over- and re-

Spell some words with silent
letters

Continue to distinguish between
s and other words that
are often confused

Use knowledge of morphology and
etymology as a strategy for
spelling

Use the first three or four letters of
a word to check spelling, meaning
or both of these In a dictionary

Use a thesaurus to look for
sultable synonyms

Choose the writing implement best
suited to the task

Write legibly, fluently and with
Increasing speed by:

choosing which shape of a letter to
use when given cholces and
deciding whether or not to join
specific letters



Progression of Skills and Knowledge in Writing
Year 3

Language & Vocabulary

(Listening, attention and Use vocabulary from storles (eg Recognise and use simple Use similar writing to Identify Broaden range of figurative Use knowledge of language from Use knowledge of language from
understanding) Listen attentively fairy tales) to Increase vocabulary recurring literary language In and understand vocabulary and language to Include metaphors, storles, plays and poetry to storles, plays and poetry to
and respond to what they hear in thelr own writing storles and poems language ("magple” words and personlfication and repetition enhance the effectiveness of enhance the effectiveness of thelr
with relevant guestions, comments phrases to use In own writing) thelr writing writing
- Make comments about what they Understand how language can be Discuss and clarify meanings of Begln 1o Interweave character,
have heard and ask questions to used In narrative and non-fiction new words, making links 10 Create characters, sefting and plot  setting, plot and dialogue Select appropriate language Select appropriate language
clarify thelr understanding {eg to bulld surprise/present facts)  known vocabulary and vocabulary 1o refiect their and vocabulary to reflect thelr

Hold tions wh Use varled and rich vocabulary Understand the following understanding of audience and understanding of audlence and
= conyersations whefn Change meaning of adjectives/ Use drama and role-play to Including: adjectives, expanded terminology: determiner. purpase purpose
engaged In back-and-forth A 1 X <

verbs using prefix un- identify with and explore noun phrases, adverbs, pronoun, possessive pronoun,

exchanges with thelr teachers and characters prepasition phrases, collective S g Become familiar with the Become famillar with the

peers
(Speaking) Participate In
discusslons offering thelr own
Ideas, using recently Introduced
vocabutary

- Offer explanations for why
things might happen, making use
of recently Introduced vocabulary
(Comprehension) Demonstrate
understanding of what has been
read to them by retelling storfes
and narratives using thelr own
words and recently Introduced
vocabulary

- Use and understand recently
Introduced vocabulary during
discusstons about storles, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and
during role-play.

(Belng Imaginative and
Expressive) Invent, adapt and
recount narratives and storles
with peers and thelr teacher

Use suffixes —ful, -less, - ness, -
ly, -er and -est 1o form and
modify nouns, adjectives and
adverbs

nouns, similes and alliteration

Vary sentences openers for effect
eg adverbs, preposition phrases
and subordinate clauses

Discuss words and features of

texts that capture the reader's

Interest

Understand the following
terminology: preposition,
conjunction; word family, prefix;
clause, subordinate clause; direct
speech; consonant, consonant
letter, vowel, vowel letter; and
inverted commas (or "speech
marks’)

adverbials

language of writing eg figurative
language, Imagery, style and
effect

Develop characters, settings
and atmosphere using language
and vocabulary from reading/
books

Integrate dlalogue to advance
action and convey character

Use dictionaries {(and
thesauruses) to check meaning
of new words/language

Understand the following
terminology : modal verb,
relative pronoun; relative
clause; parenthesls, bracket,
dash; and coheslon, amblguity

Understand the following
terminology : Subject, object;
active, passive; synonym,
antonym; and ellipsis, hyphen,
colon, semi-colon, bullet points

language of writing eg figurative
fanguage, Imagery, style and
effect

Develop characters, settings and

atmosphere using language and
vocabuiary from reading/books

Integrate dizlogue to advance
action and convey character

Use dictionaries (and
thesauruses) to check meaning
of new words/language

Understand the following
terminology: modal verb, refative
pronoun; relative clause;
parenthesls, bracket, dash; and
coheslon, amblgulty

Understand the following
terminology: Subject, object;
actlve, passive; synonym,
antonym; and ellipsls, hy phen,
colon, semi-colon, bullet points



Progression of Skills and Knowledge in Writing

Year 3

Grammar & Punctuation

(Writing) Write simple phrases
and sentences that can be read by
others.

Leave spaces between words

Use punctuation for sentences
using capltal letters, full stops,
question marks and exclamation
marks

Use “and” to join words and
clauses

Use capltal letter for names of
people, places, days of the week
and pronoun |

Demarcate most sentences In

thelr writing with caphal letters
and full stops, and use question
marks correctly when required

Use commas in lists

Use apostrophes for the
contracted form

Use apostrophes for singular
possession

Use sentences with different
forms: statements, commands,
questions and exclamations

Use expanded noun phrases

Use present/past tense correctly
and consitently, Including
progressive forms of verbs

Use subordination (when, If,
that, because)

Use co-ordination (or, and, but)

Use and understand the
grammatical terminology In
English appendix 2 in discussing
thelr writing

Use some features of Standard
English

Use wider range of subordinating
conjunctions (before, after, while,
when, If, because, although)

Use present perfect verb tense (I
have seen)

Express time, place and cause
using conjunctions (when,
before, after, while, because)

Express time, place and cause
using adverbs (then, next, soon,
therefore)

Express time, place and cause
using prepositions (before,
after, during, In, because of)

Punctuate direct speech with
Inverted commas

Use the forms a or an according
to whether the next word begins
with a consonant or avowel

Choose nouns/pronouns
accurately for clarlty and coheslon

Use fronted adverbials (adverbs,
phrases and subordinate clauses)

Use commas after fronted
adverblals

Use apostrophe for plural
possession

Punctuate direct speech using
Inverted commas and other
punctuation (for example, a comma
after the reporting clause)

Know the difference between
Standard/non-Standard English

Use relative clauses with relative
pronouns who, which, where,
whose, that, when

Indicate possibllity using adverbs
(maybe, possibly, perhaps,
definitely) and modal verbs (shall,
may, might, must, could etc)

Bulld coheslon within a paragraph

Link Ideas across paragraphs
using adverbials of time, place and
number or by varying tense

Indicate parenthesis using
brackets, dashes and commas

Use commas to clarify meaning/
avold ambiguity

Use expanded noun phrases for
accuracy

Know and understanding the
differences between spoken and
written language

Use verb tenses consistently and
correctly throughout thelr writing

Use active/passive voice for effect

Use perfect form to Indicate time/
cause

Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity

Use colons to introduce a list and
mark boundaries between clauses

Use the semi-colon, colon and
dash when writing lists or as the
boundary between Independent
clauses

Punctuate bullet points consistently

Use wider range of cohesive
devices (repetition of word/phrase,
adverbials and ellipsis)

Identify formal/Informal
siructures eg question 1ags,
subjunctive form

Know and understanding the
differences between spoken and
wrltten language



